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the dominion of foreign favorites led to
numerous revolts. The war which his father
had begun against the Scotch, Edward at-
tempted to prosecute, but in 1314 he was com-
pletely defeated by Robert Bruce at Ban-
nockburn, and some years later he was com-
pelled to make a most unfavorable treaty
with Scotland. He was at length deposed by
a conspiracy of his great nobles and his wife,
and in 1327 was murdered. His son suc-
ceeded him as Edward III.

EDWAED III (1312-1377), king of Eng-
land, was made king on the murder of his
father in 1327. The real power lay with the
queen-mother Isabella and Mortimer, her
lover, but three years after his coronation
Edward banished Isabella from his court,
had Mortimer put to death and took the
power into his own hands. In 1333 he con-
ducted an expedition against Scotland and
won a victory at Halidon Hill, but in his
other campaigns against Scotland he accom-
plished nothing of importance. French in-
terference in favor of the Scotch gave Ed-
ward an excuse for invading France, of
which he claimed, through his mother, to be
the rightful sovereign. His victories there,
even the capture and imprisonment of the
French king, John, made England no richer;
in faet? when Edward withdrew from the war
that country was in an exhausted condition.
The closing years of Edward's reign were
disturbed by constant conflict with Parlia-
ment and by the opposition of his son, the
Black Prince (see EDWARD, THE BLACK
PRINCE).

EDWAED IV (about 1442-1483), king of
England. His father, Richard, Duke of
York, was the grandson of the fourth son of
Edward III, while the rival line of Lancaster
descended from John of Gaunt, the third
son. Edward, on the defeat and death of
his father at the Battle of Wakefield, became
the head of the Yorkist party, an<3 having
entered London, after his splendid victory
over the troops of Henry VI and Queen
Margaret, was crowned with acclamation.
His hold on the throne was not yet secure,
however, and when the powerful Earl of
Warwick, offended at Edward's marriage,
went over to the Lancastrians, Edward was
forced to leave the country. In 1471 he
landed in England with an army, met War-
j^dk and defeated Mm and was again pro-
!$$!&%tA Mug. The remainder of his reign
SUltef '.peaceful
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was

EDWAED V (1470-1483), king of Eng-
land, son of Edward IV. Upon his acces-
sion, at the age of thirteen, his unscrupulous
uncle, Richard, Duke of Gloucester, pro-
claimed himself Protector of the Kingdom.
He denied the legitimacy of the king and
his brother and sent them to the Tower of
London and afterwards had them murdered.
The Duke is known in history as Richard III.

EDWARD VI (1537-1553), king of Eng-
land, son of Henry VIII by his third wife,
Jane Seymour. On his accession to the
throne, upon the death of his father, his first
care was to strengthen and advance the re-
ligious reforms instituted during his father's
reign. Edward was himself too young to
have much influence in affairs, and the chief
power during his reign lay, first with hir,
uncle, Edward Seymour, and later with the
Earl of Warwick.

EDWARD VII (1841-1910), king of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire-
land and emperor of India, the eldest son of
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, was born
at Buckingham Palace, November 9, 1841.
He inherited the title of Prince of Wales and
was christened Albert Edward. He
educated at Christ's
Church College, Ox-
ford, and Cambridge
University. In 1860
he visited Canada
and the United
States, where he re-
ceived a most cordial
welcome. Two years
later, in company
with Bean Stanley,
the young prince
made an extensive
journey through
Egypt, Palestine and India. In 1863 he
married Princess Alexandra, daughter of
Christian IX of Denmark, by whom he had
six children; Albert Victor, duke of Clar-
ence, who died in 1892; George, duke of
Cornwall and York, later George V; Louisa,
duchess of Fife; Victoria, Maude and Alex-
ander John, who died in 1871.

Although during the reign of Queen Vic-
toria Edward had little or no part in state
politics^ he made frequent visits to the lead-
ing courts of Europe. He was a close
student of world politics, and when he be-
came king he astonished all but those inti-
mately acquainted with him by his tact ami
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